
 

8  

Mission in practice – Churches at work 

Open and welcoming 

Not a load of  rubbish 

A pparently every household in the 
UK produces around a tonne of 

rubbish every year. That is the sort of 
statistic which made the church of St 
Boniface, Woodgreen, open a mini-
recycling centre (pictured above) to 
recycle items that are often harder to 
recycle such as corks, CDs, DVDs, plastic 

milk bottle caps, mobile phones, 
batteries, bras, wool, printer cartridges 
and many more. Many are being 
collected for charities— for instance, 
the mobile phones go to Oxfam, wool is 
used to knit blankets and other items 
for those in need —and the project will 
evolve to include more items.  

Contact us: 

Please let us know your news. Email Stella Wiseman, the Marketing and Content 
Editor, stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org or call 01962 737325.  

W ant to make your church 
services more noticeable? Hold 

them outside. St. Mary's Church, North 
Tadley, moved its Eucharist service 
outside one Sunday to let those passing 
by know that the church was open and 
welcoming to all. 

“With the help of Tadley Concert Brass 
Band to supply us with music for our 
hymns we held our service in the 
sunshine,” said Peter Wood from the 
church. Everyone agreed afterwards 

that it had been a success. “Maybe this 
is our first step in using both inside and 
out of our building,” Peter added. 
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I n 2016 the balance of ages in 
the UK population reached a 

tipping point. For the first time, 
there are now more people over 
the age of 60 than under the age 
of 18. 

The implications of this are far 
reaching, not just in terms of 
health, housing, pensions and the 
economy. There are implications 
for the church too. As Debbie 
Thrower, team leader of The Gift 
of Years within the BRF, says: 
“might there not be unexpected 
advantages to this 
phenomenon?... a purpose, a 
great harvest of wisdom? Let’s 
consider spiritual formation in 
later life.” 

 

Anna Chaplains celebrate and support older people. See pages 6-7. 

This is why Anna Chaplains are 
‘planting a flag for older people’. Turn 
to page 6 to find out more. 

Also inside this month are ideas for 
alternatives to Hallowe’en, ideas for 
Mission Action, and events across the 
Diocese.  

Have a good month.  

mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
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News from across the Diocese 

H ospitality, people working 
together, inclusiveness—these 

were the highlights of August’s jigsaw 
puzzle festival at St Lawrence, Alton, 
according to associate vicar David 
Hinks.  

“The festival pulled the whole parish 
together, friendships blossomed, 
people at home alone felt able to 
contribute by making puzzles, 
grandparents and grandchildren made 
puzzles together, people used their 
skills—playing music, making fabulous 
cakes—and it really demonstrated the 
hospitality of the church,” said David. 

“The feedback has been very 
encouraging and we had useful 
pastoral conversations. People really 

enjoyed themselves, volunteers and 
visitors alike.” 

The festival also saw around 500 
people through the church door and a 
profit of £4,579 for work in the parish. 
It seems all the pieces fitted together. 

Choosing jigsaws in church 

Church makes pieces fit together 

B eing an ordinand can be an eye-
opening and challenging 

experience, as one of the Winchester 
ordinands — Craig Philbrick from 
Freemantle — revealed after he had 
spent a week with the Christian charity 
Betel UK as part of his training.  

Betel works with men, women and 
families affected by drug and alcohol 
addiction and homelessness. Craig met 
men like George. “Just a few months 
previously, he was addicted to drugs 
and living on a psychiatric ward,” said 
Craig. “Yet here, he was offering his 
crisis to Christ. He was offering 
everything to Jesus because nobody else 
could fix his reality.  

 

“Throughout my 
week there, I lived, 
worked, and prayed 
with 50 guys who 
were experiencing 
accelerated grace. 
In this modern day 
monastic 
community, I 
witnessed the healing transformation of 
their realities. I realised that we are all 
addicted to something if we’re not 
looking to Jesus.” 

If your church wants to know more 
about supporting those with addictions, 
take a look at the Betel UK website 
http://www.betel.uk/ 

Accelerated grace, healing transformation 

Craig Philbrick 
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In Borovere I encountered friendship 
and a lot of laughter, pain, illness, grief 
and grace. There was the woman who 
was anxious to hear news of her ill 
nephew, the woman 
who was grieving for 
her son-in-law and 
feeling her daughter’s 
pain, the desperately 
ill former midwife 
lying in bed. Rachel 
first led an uplifting 
communion but then 
came alongside those 
in pain, giving them 
time and focus, 
praying for them 
when asked, forcing 
nothing and offering 
much. In caring for 
older people, time and 
respect is vital and often in short supply. 
Anna Chaplains seek to redress this and 
to offer spiritual support when asked. 

And then on to the Methodist Church 
for lunch, via a retired undertaker who 
talked about the time she would wash 
the bodies laid out in the house where 
the family business is still run. 

Alton Methodist Church has been 
running a lunch club for 20 years. Twice 
a month half-a-dozen volunteers cook a 
meal for local people for the incredibly 
low price of £3.50 a head. We joined 40 
or so women – and one man – in tucking 
in to roast beef and Yorkshire pudding 
followed by fruit and Angel Delight, a 
meal which was not just nutritious but 
provided much-needed company, a fact 
reflected in the talk Rachel gave about 
the delight in eating with friends. 

In the afternoon we were welcomed 
into the All Saints Hard of Hearing Group 
for a strawberry cream tea, a quiz, 
music courtesy of keyboardist Trevor 

Burch – with songs 
which we could join in 
with – and comedy 
from resident 
comedian Mike.  

Hearing impairment 
can be isolating and is 
often a problem for 
older people, some of 
whom may already be 
isolated, so a club such 
as the one at All Saints 
Church, Alton, can 
provide a vital link to 
other people. 

During the course of the 
day I met a 96-year-old 

former Lancaster Bomber wireless 
operator whose memories of the rest of 
his crew were both sharp and poignant, 
a 102-year-old silent with grief, a 
woman of almost 100 who had taken 
part in a sponsored walk a few months 
before. I met people to whom age 
hadn’t been kind, people with 
infirmities, people who lived alone, 
people who thoroughly enjoyed getting 
out and being sociable, people who 
wanted to talk, people continuing their 
spiritual journey.  

Anna Chaplains are there to listen, to 
offer support and friendship to anyone 
who wants it. It is as if Debbie Thrower, 
the first Anna Chaplain, describes it “like 
planting a flag in the middle of town and 
saying ‘older people matter’”. 

Planting a flag for older people 

Anna Chaplain Rachel Sturt speaks at 

the Methodist Church lunch 

http://www.betel.uk/
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T his summer Stella Wiseman, 
Winchester’s Marketing and 

Content Editor, spent a day in Alton 
shadowing Rev’d Rachel Sturt, one of 
the Diocese’s Anna Chaplains, people 
who are there to promote the spiritual 
welfare of men and women. 

The day began with morning prayer, 
before a brief parish meeting and on to 
Borovere Care Home where Rachel 
takes a regular communion service. 

“I try to arrive early to set up as I then 
go to fetch some of the people and it 
can take a long time,” said Rachel. 
There were already a couple of people 
waiting in a small lounge and we walked 
round to meet the rest and encourage 
people to come. There was no forcing, 
for Anna Chaplains go where they are 
asked and not where not invited, but 
many of the people Rachel meets here 
welcome her and want to join in. It 
doesn’t matter what church background 
someone has – one of the regulars is a 
member of the Salvation Army and 
though she doesn’t receive communion 
she likes to come to the service. 
Another, aged 102, is a Roman Catholic 
but happy to receive in an Anglican 
setting. 

The service is always a shortened 
version with a short reading and 
address and hymns chosen from the 
booklet ‘Hymns we’ve always loved’. 
The participants chose the hymns and 
Rachel played the appropriate backing 
track which made singing much easier. 
The importance of music in helping 
people with memory loss is well 
documented – it seems to reach even 

those people in late stages of dementia.  

It is certainly the case that some of 
those taking part have some form of 
memory loss – “I’ve not got a memory, 
I’ve got a forgettery,” says one – but for 
these people at least the communion 
service seemed to dispel the confusion 
of the present and allowed the 
participants to engage with the past, 
the present and the eternal.  

Rachel says of this: “To some extent it is 
a mystery how people engage with Holy 
Communion. There are obviously long-
held memories and familiar routines 
and words remain when the short-term 
memory fails. This is where it helps to 
belong to a church with a liturgy that is 
fairly fixed. The older generation often 
developed the habit of coming to 
church regularly rather than just when 
they felt like it.  

“As far as the understanding goes, I’m 
not sure. But God loves us all of our 
earthly lives, before birth and after 
earthly death, so we have to take this 
on trust. None of us has a complete 
understanding anyway.” 

Anna Chaplaincy 

Ready for communion at Borovere 
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Mission Action stations 

T he Diocese is in a period of mission 
action. 

As this year’s Thy Kingdom Come wave 
of prayer came to a close, people 
attending the Pentecost service at 
Winchester Cathedral were 
commissioned, as Phil Dykes from the 
School of Mission explained it: “to take 
what they have seen and heard and go to 
make a difference where God has 
planted them”. 

There are plenty of ideas and resources 
to help with this, available on the 
Diocesan website (http://
www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/
thy-kingdom-come/tkc-mission-action/
tkc-mission-action-ideas/). 

Could you, perhaps, run a pop-up café 
like St Mary’s, Andover, does in a school 
hall on a new housing estate? How about 
a kitchen choir as St Peter’s Yateley, set 
up, or football in the park which is one of 

pioneer minister Jono Harvey’s 
approaches in Eastleigh? Whatever 
approach you take, whatever idea is right 
for your situation, let us know so that we 
can share the news, and help and 
encourage others. Email 
stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org 

T hinking about harvest? Around the 
world, harvest is a critical time, as it 

is for our farmers.  

Sadly, many farmers in the developing 
world simply cannot compete with 
subsidised or factory farmed produce.  

Why not have a Fairtrade-themed 
harvest festival? It’s a great way to 
celebrate all of God’s gifts and support 
fragile communities. Resources from 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk 

It’s also One World Week on October 22-

29. www.oneworldweek.org 

Rev’d David Hinks, Diocesan Fairtrade 
Group hinksrev@gmail.com  
01420 83458 

 

Fairtrade at harvest 

Enjoying craft at a pop-up café in a school 

in Andover.  

Picture by Gaetano Cessati, Unsplash. 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/tkc-mission-action/tkc-mission-action-ideas/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/tkc-mission-action/tkc-mission-action-ideas/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/tkc-mission-action/tkc-mission-action-ideas/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/tkc-mission-action/tkc-mission-action-ideas/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1ds4d3-000419-4V&i=57e1b682&c=qoeH5P0O5d6K4nphGjigCUJ3-pF2kC4S_xXAX5JuoJj7hpI25q6UL_m92dYyuddBufYPVjLALbfTP77YjJTwnPAotrG4oYRH23ULBZ3Kb38dqpf3OStds9PcC5bUl7OJQsZXoLhKh8T6jd2AeP_gn6KepMJ83KVXx-0LgC6ucjD971ZYszjZNq08fm8vglVWhdg
mailto:hinksrev@gmail.com
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H allowe’en is big business these 
days – second only to Easter and 

Christmas in the amount that UK 
consumers pay as they celebrate. 

While many parents are happy to let 
their children get involved, others feel 
uneasy and would like an alternative. 
Many churches have stepped forward 
with a concept growing in popularity – 
the light party. 

Across the diocese, planning started 
early this year. From Chandler’s Ford to 
Oakley with Wootton, from Bitterne to 
Bournemouth and many in between, 
churches will be holding events which 
declare Jesus’s words: “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life”. (John 8, verse 12). 

At St Saviour’s, Bournemouth, for 
instance, on October 31 at 5pm the 
church, the Link café and church halls 
will all be open, giving plenty of space 
for “a great celebration of the light of 
life, focusing on all the good things God 
has given us, and showing how exciting 
and fun following Jesus can be”. This will 

involve games, face-painting, art and 
crafts, a bouncy castle, a disco and DJ, 
food and drink – including a barbecue – 
and a prize for the best fancy dress 
costume (no witches allowed). The 
evening will end with a puppet show 
telling a story of light and hope. 

St Thomas Church, Fair Oak, attracts 
around 1,500 to 2,000 people to the Fair 
Oak light party where there are stalls, 
refreshments, a stage with music, 
activities, games and a gospel message. 
The evening even closes with a 
professional fireworks display.  

The church says: “the local police and 
PCSOs also welcome the reduction in 
‘tricking and treating’ and the use of 
light as a theme, immediately prior to All 
Souls and All Saints Day, enables St 
Tom’s to celebrate that Jesus is the light 
of the world and the darkness has not 
overcome the light in an annual 
proclamation on behalf of the parish. 
The fireworks round off our evening 
with a rousing show of light into the 
night-time sky!” 

Some churches like to incorporate ideas 
about light at Hallowe’en into existing 
services and activities.  

St Mary’s, Upton Grey, for example, 
will have an all-age service of light in the 
afternoon of Sunday, October 29, when 
they will celebrate the light of Christ 
with crafts, games, worship and 
refreshments. At Christ Church, 
Winchester, they will be holding a 
Messy Church light party on October 31 
from 4-6pm. 

Vanessa Cole, team vicar of the Portway 
and Danebury Team Ministry, takes 

Parties to shine a light 

Heavenly banquet in Portway and Danebury 
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another tack and goes trick or treating. “I 
take invites for our ‘Heavenly Banquet’ 
instead,” she says. She also invites 
children from the local schools and adds: 
“The Heavenly Banquet takes place the 
day after (All Soul’s Day) in the evening. 
Everyone is invited to come dressed as 
saints or angels; we have angelic arts and 
crafts, a couple of games including a pass
-the-parcel with hidden words in each 
layer which spell out a Bible passage 
(‘Jesus is the light of the world’), prizes 
for the best costume and a ‘feast’. 

“Last year this was hotdogs or baked 
potatoes followed by ice creams. 
Everyone had a bag of goodies to take 
home (based on the bag of hope) as well 
as their crafts. The party is free and for 
whole families not just children. Our 
church hall is not enormous, and as the 
banqueting tables take up quite a bit of 
room, we are thinking of holding the 
feast outside with a barbecue or 

campfire this year.” 

There are lots of resources available to 
help a church run a light party. Here are 
a couple: 

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/
resource/light-party-pack-2017 

http://theimaginationtree.com/2015/10/
light-party-crafts-and-games-for-

Want to give a special meaning to treats? 
Here’s a trick: Buy a Meaningful Treat Box.  

The box is crammed with Meaningful Treat 
Packs which each contain a bag of Fairtrade 
chocolate buttons and a Challenge Activity 
Poster, and are suitable for light parties, 
outreach events and schools, and for children who call round at Hallowe’en. 

The poster has eight challenges on it, including a quiz, maze, word game, a call to 
buy Fairtrade, a prayer suggestion, a national competition with a prize, and a 
challenge to treat someone less well off by donating to a children’s charity. 
Produced by The Meaningful Chocolate Company, each box costs £30 (there are 30 
packs per box, so £1 per pack). Each box also includes an ideas sheet for leaders. 
There is free delivery if ordered by September 30. Visit www.realhalloween.org 

A box of  tricks 

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/light-party-pack-2017
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/light-party-pack-2017
http://theimaginationtree.com/2015/10/light-party-crafts-and-games-for-kids.html
http://theimaginationtree.com/2015/10/light-party-crafts-and-games-for-kids.html
file://///DIOCESE-FS-01/Users$/SWiseman/My%20Documents/Working%20documents/Newsletter/Live%20the%20Mission%202017/Future%20months/Oct%2017%20Newsletter/www.realhalloween.org

