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W elcome to the July issue of 
Live the Mission. This is 

published just after the events of 
Thy Kingdom Come, which saw 
Christians across the globe heeding 
the Archbishops’ call to prayer.  

Winchester Cathedral was one of 
more than 30 cathedrals across the 
UK and further afield (as far as New 
Zealand) to hold a ‘Beacon Event’ 
and at Winchester the guest 
preacher was Archbishop Justin 
Welby. See pages 4-5 for more. 

Prayer is one of the foundations of 
Christian mission and action and 
across the Diocese people are 
being inspired to go out and make 
a difference to their communities. 

 

Prayer and worship in Winchester Cathedral. See pages 4-5. 

At the Winchester Beacon Event 
several specific mission initiatives 
were highlighted, among them Who 
Cares? Hampshire, and a brief update 
appears on page 5. Also this month 
we meet a Platform Pastor, a man 
carrying out mission in one of the 
nation’s ‘gateways’. See page 6. 
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News from across the Diocese 

On their bikes for breakfast and Christian Aid 

A lmost 60 
cyclists from 

across the diocese 
converged on 
Winchester 
Cathedral on May 20 
to raise money for 
Christian Aid. 

Among those taking 
part in the charity’s 
‘Big Bike to Brekkie’ 
were Father Michael 
Smith of Immanuel 
Church, Hatch 
Warren, and some 40 other members 
of Hatch Warren and Beggarwood 
cycling club, along with cyclists from 
Chineham, Botley, Chandler’s Ford, 
Portsmouth and Tidworth in Wiltshire. 

The cyclists arrived at the Cathedral 
before 11am and were greeted by 
members of the Christian Aid team, as 
well as the Dean of Winchester 

Catherine Ogle, and a 
hot breakfast.  

Father Michael said: 
“I’m delighted that 
our cycling club 
supported Big Bike to 
Brekkie and raised 
money for Christian 
Aid Week. Three 
things that are close 
to our hearts are 
cycling, charity 
fundraising and 
breakfast, so how 

could I resist?” So far the club has raised 
around £700 for Christian Aid. 

Virginia Routledge, churchwarden at St 
Michael’s, Basingstoke, cycled around 
25 miles from Chineham, taking around 
two hours and raising £635 in 
sponsorship. The previous week St 
Michael’s held its own Christian Aid Big 
Brekkie which raised £885.97. 

Faith played out in the streets 

Michael Smith, Adrian Smith, 
Anousjka Selder and Ian Ross from 
Hatch Warren and Beggarwood. 

H ordle Churches took their faith to the streets with 
an Easter drama production – Cross Examined. The 

cast processed  to the shops from Hordle Rec behind a 
large wooden cross, which was erected in a garden.  

An audience of about 65 heard accounts of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus given by three witnesses: the 
Centurion, the disciple John and ‘Christian of Hordle’ 
who explained how meeting Jesus had been life-
changing.  

Organiser Helen Edmonds described street drama as “a 
great way to tell the Easter Story in everyday language. 
Had we performed in the church hall, many of those 
who attended would have stayed away.” 

Cross Examined 
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M ore drama in Itchen Valley, with 
the annual production by the 

Southwood Players in Southwood House 
gardens on 28 and 30 June and 1 July. 

The production of Noel Coward’s Spring 
Fever will be in aid of The Multiple 
Sclerosis Society for work they do at a 
local centre and to support the Itchen 
Valley Churches who will provide an 
alternative venue if the rain pours 
down.  

The Players also promote opera. Last 
autumn they opened up St John’s 
Church, Itchen Abbas, for Oborne Opera 
to stage Mozart’s Don Giovanni and are 
planning to put on more opera this 
autumn. The church was reordered 
recently and removing the pews and 
hard floors has opened it up to more 
uses for the community.  

Visit www.southwoodplayers.org.uk 

Spring fever in Itchen Valley 

I f you went down to the woods in May 
you were in for a big treat…Berryfield 

Wood at Sherfield English, near Romsey, 
was brimming with colourful literary 
characters as well as flowers and 
animals created out of wool. 

This was Woollen Woods on Saturday, 
14 May, a woolly extravaganza created 
by members of the local community, 
many of them part of the Sherfield 
English Knit and Natter group linked 
with St Leonard’s Church. They had 
produced dozens of figures from Peter 
Rabbit to Albus Dumbledore. There 
were bears, birds, bunting, rabbits, 
mice, even poor Yorick’s skull, and 
flowers, including a host of golden 
daffodils recalling Wordsworth’s  
I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud. 

“Doing this has brought people 
together,” said Clare Durham, one of 
the organisers. “People have enjoyed 
meeting at the Knit and Knatter group 
and there have been so many involved. 

Even my 90-year-old grandmother has 
been asking for new  patterns.” 

More than 330 people visited and made 
their way round the woods, the children 
following a quiz. Refreshments were on 
sale and the profits of £1,300 will go to 
supporting the church.  

There was an old woman who lived in a 
shoe. 

Woolly surprise in the woods 
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“W ithout the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the church is no more 

than a club and not a very good club 
either.” 

So said Justin Welby, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, at Winchester Cathedral on 
the evening of June 4. He added that 
without the Holy Spirit: the church 
“cannot love, it cannot act, and most of 
all it is incapable of being Christ in this 
world.” 

He gave his sermon during Winchester’s 
Beacon Event which marked the end of 
this year’s Thy Kingdom Come, the 
global call to prayer made by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
prayer that asked for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and for others to come to 
know Jesus Christ. For, as the 
Archbishop continued: “when the Holy 
Spirit comes, the frightened overcome 
their fear, the weak are strengthened, 
the witnesses stand up and give their 

testimony, the club becomes the 
greatest army in history”. 

Thy Kingdom Come is  a springboard for 
action, for the church to take up this 
role as the greatest army in history, and 
everyone is encouraged to play their 
part. For instance, those taking part in 
the Beacon Event—those who packed 
into the cathedral and those watching 
on screens outside—were invited to 
‘pray for five’ friends and family, with 
an encouragement to go out and share 
their faith in word and deed at home 
and at work. People were encouraged 
to seek ways to be the answer to their 
own prayers and the commitments 
made during the global wave of prayer 
as part of Thy Kingdom Come. 

For excerpts from the service, including 
archbishop Justin’s sermon, visit http://
www.winchester.anglican.org/about-
us/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-
come-2017-2/ 

Thy Kingdom Come 

 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1dIyb2-0001Aq-4p&i=57e1b682&c=v1ghZuE3pjr0F3xNefJOtCmJqc-UL-8exG1YGdQYsp1vR2opeJ9si_VYt1ItqqdUjZO5DQL0hyPbK4jLHLQ1Qs-y6Ri7bO8abgj2eMIowM0iDhlHeouRCHO94PBo774pOSwGmUhNxBxRgNmXwiagQFP3eZveJ5g4TdLUIwhfFKvzE9IS-F1Ym9JQ4Pvwyh4xsKP
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-come-2017-2/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-come-2017-2/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-come-2017-2/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-come-2017-2/
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T he first 
weekend in 

June saw Who 
Cares? launched in 
59 churches across 
Hampshire. 
Churches of varying 
traditions and 
backgrounds are 
asking the question 
‘What hurts you 
the most?’ in an anonymous survey.  

Rachel Newbold, from Who Cares?, 
writes: “Many people feel like no-one 
cares about their problems. The aim of 
Who Cares? is for churches to 
understand themselves and their 
communities and, in understanding, be 
able to respond more fully and 
sensitively, demonstrating that they do 
indeed care for those around them.  

“Over Pentecost weekend and for the 
churches and communities in our area. 
We saw thousands of people at the Thy 
Kingdom Come Winchester Beacon 
Event filling out their survey cards and 
sharing with us their deepest hurts. 
David Grant, Who Cares? Hampshire 
chairperson, led everyone to pray for 
the hurts they were feeling and to thank 
God for the hope that we have in Jesus. 

We don’t have all 
the answers but 
we know someone 
who cares.  

“Many Who 
Cares? churches 
have begun asking 
their 
congregations and 
weekly groups the 
question ‘What 

hurts the most?’ or put another way 
‘What’s the one thing in life you find 
hardest to handle?’ As we move forward 
into the Listening Phase of the Who 
Cares? mission, churches will be going 
out into their communities, attending 
local family days and fêtes and asking 
the question wherever they can. We will 
then spend time praying over the 
responses we receive and thinking about 
what we can do in the autumn and 
through the next few years to respond 
to our community’s needs, and 
ultimately show them the care and 
compassion that Jesus has shown us.” 

Pictured: previous page: Top: inside the 
Cathedral, with Archbishop Justin; 
bottom: some of those gathered outside 
to watch and listen via screens. This 
page: Christian concern in a world of 
questions and concerns.  

During the Beacon Event, a number of specific mission initiatives were 
highlighted and prayers were offered for their fruitfulness. These included 
Who Cares? Hampshire (see below), Hope in the Community Bournemouth, 
and Hope Eastleigh. To find out more about these and other projects, and to 
see how you can take part, contact phil.dykes@winchester.anglican.org 

Who cares? The church does 

https://www.whocareshampshire.org/
https://www.whocareshampshire.org/
mailto:phil.dykes@winchester.anglican.org
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“S tations are key gateways,” says 
Rev’d Chris Bradish one 

Monday morning. It is early but Chris 
has been out and about for hours. 

On Monday, the alarm goes earlier 
than normal for Chris, assistant curate 
in the Parish of the Resurrection, 
Alton. He is at Alton train station well 
before 7am, not to commute – those 
days are over for him – but simply to 
be there, expectant, available and 
prayerful in a busy, stressful place on a 
busy, stressful day.  

He stays until the 8.14am London-
bound-train has left, and during that 
time he has a coffee, (courtesy of the 
station café), chats with whoever is 
around and prays.     

Chris says: “I used to commute on the 
train. I know first-hand – it’s 
expensive, tough and tiring, but it can 
also be good. I didn’t see it very clearly 

when I was commuting, but I really 
believe ‘dead time’ spent commuting 
can be redeemed. When I moved to 
Alton to serve my curacy, I saw an 
opportunity to be with commuters by 
going to the station first thing and 
hanging out. It was just too good a 
chance to miss because it’s such a 
simple way to say to time-pressured 
people, on behalf of the church, ‘we 
get it and we're with you’.” 

He has been welcomed too and made 
connections with people whom he 
would never or rarely meet at church. 
He says: “It’s about being where life is 
really happening – especially places 
like stations where (whether 
consciously or not) we pivot from one 
arena of life to another: home – work 
and home again. On our commutes, 
we go from friend, spouse, parent, son 
and daughter, to colleague, employer, 
worker, consultant and contractor.” 

Ready to ride the rails. Picture by Callum Chapman 

A platform for mission 
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That is quite normal but Chris believes 
that “we want to help people 
negotiate these ‘pivot points’ in a 
healthy and positive way – it’s about 
celebrating work and purpose as much 
as it is about helping folk through the 
pressure this brings. As Christians, it 
starts by having a vision of God’s love 
which goes beyond the expectations 
we have of ourselves or those which 
others put on us – and I want to share 
this Good News!” 

On the platform, some are keen to 
chat with Chris, many are just happy 
saying hello.   

Chris also prays. He prays with and for 
people if asked, he prays for safe 
journeys and for those 
getting on, off and sitting 
on the trains.   

An aspect of this ministry 
which draws Chris is the 
way he sees God reaching 
out towards those on the 
move.  

He says: “Time spent travelling is often 
instinctively used for reflecting on the 
day’s events – dreams, ambitions, 
hopes and fears – they’re all swirling 
around our minds as we sit on the 
train watching the world go by. But 
scripture shows us that as we invite 
Christ more fully into this 
conversation, so we become open to 
the transforming love of God. As the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
said after walking with Jesus: ‘and 
didn’t our hearts burn within us as he 
was talking to us on the road’. What 

better way to be still with God than on 
a moving train: with the world rushing 
past? We can listen-in to what God 
has to say.” 

Moreover, Chris believes: “God is 
simply waiting to use us to speak to 

others as they commute – 
so, we need to go. As we 
go, God makes available 
opportunities to those 
who don't know him to 
connect, reconnect, be 
listened to and noticed.” 

Chris is the first platform 
pastor – but locally there are plans to 
grow a team to share this ministry and 
to begin to say morning prayer on the 
platform with commuters. “It will be 
exciting to see how things go,” he 
says.   

If you have a station in your parish, 
how are you serving it? – might this 
work where you are? Why not drop 
Chris a note 
(revchrisbradish@gmail.com) and 
even come and visit him on a Monday 
morning? It is an early start but could 
also be the start of something more. 

Now available for your journey 

“What better way to 

be still with God 

than on a moving 

train: with the world 

rushing past? “ 

mailto:revchrisbradish@gmail.com
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Mission in practice – Churches at work 

Pioneers please Warm welcome 

T here’s an opportunity for young 
people to put faith into practice 

through a national pioneer scheme in 
the Diocese. 

Cemes Southampton is offering the 
opportunity for young adults (aged 18-
30) who are interested in exploring 
pioneer ministry and fresh expressions 
of church to spend a year volunteering 
as a Pioneer Leadership Assistant.  

This offers hands-on experience in a 
pioneering project or vibrant mixed-
economy parish, along with weekly 
teaching in biblical theology, church 
leadership and missional living; an 
ongoing exploration of vocation; 
regular gatherings with other pioneers; 
retreats with Hopeweavers, Hilfield 
Friary and the Taizé Community and full 
board and a living allowance. 

For further information, visit: 
www.winchester.anglican.org/cemes 

A s housing developments spring up, 
how can the church make contact 

with its new neighbours?  

A simple welcome is a great start. David 
Hinks, associate vicar in the Parish of the 
Resurrection, knocked on each door of a 
14-house development near All Saints 
Church, Alton, and handed over a 
welcome card from himself and his wife 
Julie. He invited everyone to an evening 
in All Saints Hall and five of the 14 
families came round for drinks and 
nibbles and soon conversation was 
flowing.  

David said: “The conversations included 
our new neighbours asking about what 
the parish does and how it is made up, 
as well as the town and new house 
business. We were asked about the 
provision for children and also took the 
opportunity to talk about the various 
activities around the parish. Everyone 
seemed genuinely surprised at the range 
of activities we offer.” 

A couple from one of the houses has 
since attended All Saints on a couple of 
occasions. The invitation card also 
included an offer 
to bless their new 
house and two 
households asked 
for this to happen. 

Contact us: 

Let us know your news and send us 

your photographs, preferably high 

resolution jpegs of around 1MB. 

Please email Stella Wiseman, 

Marketing and Content Editor, 

stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican

.org or call 01962 737325.  

www.winchester.anglican.org  

@CofEWinchester 

www.facebook.com/CofEWinchester 

Wine, nibbles and a 

warm atmosphere 

welcomed the new 

residents 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/cemes
mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
http://www.winchester.anglican.org

