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Live the Mission 
 

 
 

                                         

  

  

Welcome to the December 

issue of Live the Mission, in 
which we take a look at what 
happened at the Diocesan Synod 
Conference in October, a 
gathering of some 200 people 
from right across the diocese 
who came together to help 
shape the next phase of the 
Diocesan Mission strategy.  

There are plenty of resources 
from the conference, including 
summaries, podcasts and 
transcripts of key addresses 
available at 

www.winchester.anglican.org/
about-us/winchestermission. 

Don’t forget that you can use 
anything from Live the Mission in 
your own publications and you 
are welcome to forward the live 
link from our website to people 
in your parish and further afield. 
 
 

December 2016 

A happy gathering of conference delegates. See page 4 
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Congratulations to Hordle CE Primary 

school for winning silver in the 
Pearson Teaching Award for 
Outstanding School Team of the Year. 

The awards were set up in 1999 as a 
means of recognising and celebrating 
excellence in education. The Hordle 
staff, both teaching and non-teaching, 
received the award for being, as the 
awarding body said, “truly the most 
outstanding group of people who 
relentlessly work to better the lives of 
the children for whom they care”.  

The awarding body also said: “New 
joining families talk of their children 
being ‘transformed’ by the Team 
Hordle experience, changing the lives 

not just of their children but also, in 
many cases, of their families too.” 

Fiona Wright, headteacher, said: “We 
were thrilled and humbled even to 
have been nominated. To have made 
it to the national finals was far in 
excess of our wildest dreams. Thank 
you to all those members of our 
community who supported our 
nomination with their kind 
testimonials – knowing that our 
community value the work that we do 
and hold Team Hordle in such high 
regard is reward enough in itself.” 

News from across the Diocese 

Classroom heroes 

The awards ceremony was 
shown on BBC2 on October 30 
in Britain’s Classroom Heroes. 
Team Hordle are pictured 
below. 
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Pupils at Long Sutton Church of 

England Primary School in Hook have 
been doing their bit for the 
environment, their own health and 
their community by leaving their 
family cars at home and finding new 
ways of getting to school. 

The school has been awarded the 
national Silver Modeshift STARS 
Award for sustainable travel to school. 

Co-headteacher Selena Cameron said: 
“We are delighted to have received 
our award in recognition of all the 
hard work by our school travel team 
and Junior Road Safety Officers. We 
have noticed a huge improvement in 
the number of pupils using the school 
bus service and trying other 
sustainable modes of transport. It’s 
rewarding to think that, whilst helping 
ease school run congestion, we are 
contributing to keeping our children 
healthier and protecting the 
environment.”  

 

Parishioners at All Saints, Odiham, 

have come up with a way to help the 
local foodbank and ensure that excess 
fresh food isn’t wasted. 

Fresh produce can’t be stored and 

 

 

 

sold at a foodbank but that hasn’t 
stopped Lynn Lymer and Roger Jones 
putting it to good use.  

Lynn told us: “I called to see Roger on 
my way back from the foodbank and 
was wearing my green foodbank polo 
shirt. He commented that it was a 
shame that the foodbank couldn’t 
benefit from all his spare produce and 
that some, after careful nurturing, 
ended its life on the compost heap. 

“We decided to try gardeners bringing 
their spare produce to the services on 
Sunday and those of us who don’t 
garden could take home ultra-fresh 
veggies and fruit for Sunday lunch and 
the donations for this would be given 
to the foodbank.” 

The first Sunday sales of the fruit and 
vegetables raised £40 and since then 
they have raised almost £110 more. 

 

Lynn and Roger with some of the fresh 
produce 

And classroom stars 

In the bank 
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Put two hundred people together for 

four days in one place and what do 
you get? A lot of lively discussion, 
thinking and ideas, and an emerging 
vision of the next stage of the 
Winchester Diocesan Mission 
Strategy. 
This was, of course, the Diocesan 
Synod Conference held in the Hayes 
Conference Centre, Swanwick, from 
18-21 October, where we were 
challenged to ‘be the good news’, and 
to engage in ‘contextual mission’ – 
mission for where we are, who we are 
with.  

Bishop Graham Cray, a huge 
inspiration to many there, spoke on 
each of the four strategic priorities 
(authentic disciples, re-imagining the 
church, being agents of social 
transformation and belonging 
together in Christ). He raised the 
question: “How can we most 
effectively embody Jesus locally 
today, and ensure that we follow him 

into unreached or untouched areas of 
our parishes and communities?”  

The answer, he said, is to be “disciples 
on mission with Jesus. Mission and 
discipleship are intrinsically linked.” 

Again and again, Bishop Graham and 
other national speakers put out the 
call for the church to be on the move, 
outward-looking, participating in the 
world. 

Lest that feels too great a challenge 
there was plenty of encouragement, 
the first being that we are going 
where Jesus already is, “(participating) 
in what God is doing already” (Jonny 
Baker). Bishop Graham reminded 
those of us who perhaps felt we were 
not ‘good’ enough or had doubts, that 

Bishop Graham Cray 

 
 

Table talk 

“I’m encouraged by the idea 
that the church is God’s people 
on the move.” 

Alison 

Impressions and expressions 
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the Church “cannot 
be a bounded set, 
made up 
exclusively of the 
totally committed” but must welcome 
those who are exploring believing. “A 
church on the move has to be a 
centred set, welcoming all who are 
open to journey with Jesus, but with a 
deep underlying call to wholehearted 
discipleship.”  

So much of mission is about 
relationship with the world in which 
we find ourselves, a theme underlined 
in the talk given by Rachel Jordan-
Wolf and Roy Crowne, who showed 
the importance of relationship in 
mission, particularly as 67% of English 
non-Christians say they know a 
Christian. This was a talk that inspired 
many to take heart and go out to 
share a faith. 

 

To help a church fulfil 
its mission, there is 
often a need for 
entrepreneurs, for 

pioneers, for fresh expressions of 
church and for sacrificial living and 
good stewardship of all that God has 
entrusted to us. Again, many were 
inspired by Michael Volland’s call for 
entrepreneurs in church, people who 
are not afraid to try things out, for 
these people are a gift from God. If we 
are not entrepreneurs ourselves we 
can make it possible for them to 
emerge, to create a culture of ‘yes’.  

To say ‘yes’ we need resources, as 
speaker John Preston pointed out, but 
not out of duty. “Our giving reflects 
grace received” he said.  

Each day we looked at practical ways 
of putting mission into action. The 
double-act of Bishops David and 

“The percentage of people 
evangelising through friendship 
is encouraging and empowering 

for us in the laity.” 
Sue 

“In this diocese, everyone seems 
keen to move forward together.” 

David 

A pair of bishops 
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Jonathan spoke about the 
Archdeaconry Mission Action Plans 
(aMAPs) and encouraged everyone to 
discuss priorities. These will help the 
diocese decide where to concentrate 
resources of money, time and people. 
As Bishop Graham said, the Church 
must be prepared to “release its best 
to follow the Spirit’s call to the 
unreached”.  

We were also privileged to be joined 
by Archbishop Onesphore Rwaje of 
Rwanda who spoke movingly to all the 
delegates about the church in Rwanda 
after the genocide of 1994. 

The conference was, as Bishop Tim 
concluded: “a wonderful opportunity 
to explore a range of major issues 
relating to our Diocesan life”. He 
added: “I am encouraged by the sense  

 

of a common commitment to a way 
forward,” and promised that the draft 
aMAPs will now be developed through 
further consultation with a final 
decision at a Synod in March 2017. 

It was four days of fellowship, 
discussion, ideas and vision, all 
underpinned by prayer and “only 
through Christ, based on His 
achievements, under His authority, in 
His presence” (Bishop Graham). 

And now the challenge: take it all 
home, tell others and then act on it. 
One of the younger delegates, 
Benjamin, summed it up: “This must 
percolate down into churches. It’s 
really necessary for us to take these 
messages home.” 

For far more from Conference, 
including podcasts and summaries of 
all the talks, visit 
www.winchester.anglican.org/ 
winchestermission. Photos: 
www.flickr.com/photos/cofewinchest
er/sets/72157675763602775/ 

“It has drawn ideas into focus. I 
really liked the entrepreneur 
idea and that way of thinking.” 

Gwilym 

“We are planning but you can’t 
structure everything. The Holy 
Spirit will go where it will. It 
feels dangerous, scary and 
exciting.”  

Rachel 
 

 
Tea time was a chance to chat 
 
 
 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/%20winchestermission
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/%20winchestermission
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cofewinchester/sets/72157675763602775/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cofewinchester/sets/72157675763602775/
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On the first day of the 

conference all the speakers had a 
companion on stage with them – 
a life-size, rotund, fibreglass 
sheep. Little sheep stood on the 
tables and on the Wednesday 
blocks of home-made playdough 
appeared with which delegates 
were encouraged to create small 
sheep (a few other animals crept 
in too).  

The reason behind this bovine 
extravaganza was ‘Ewe Matter’, a 
project aimed primarily at church 
schools which are being 
encouraged to buy a sheep for 
pupils to decorate. These sheep 
will then be used in worship and 
lessons, both in RE and in the 
wider curriculum, and next 
summer the schools will bring 
their decorated sheep to the 
leavers’ services. 

So far around 50 schools have 
signed up and churches are being 

A sheepish tale – or why Ewe Matter in church 
 

encouraged to join in too. The 
whole project was the brainlamb 
of Director of Education Jeff 
Williams who says: “Parishes can 
join in the fun and purchase their 
own sheep or lambs – offering 
opportunities for inter-
generational activities, but 
equally a way of engaging with 
their local community or church 
school to forge closer links or 
build on existing relationships”. 

The sheep at Swanwick was 
decorated with stick-on jewels 
representing prayers (see picture 
above) and was named at the 
end of the conference ‘Ewenice’.  

Anyone interested in buying a 
sheep for their church should 
contact Julie Stirling by calling 
02392 899680 or emailing 
Julie.stirling@portsmouth.anglican
.org 

 
 

 

mailto:Julie.stirling@portsmouth.anglican.org
mailto:Julie.stirling@portsmouth.anglican.org
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 Ideas that rock 

Churches are coming up with all 

manner of ingenious ideas to reach 
out to communities at Christmas. 
There is, for instance, a crib festival at 
St Mary’s Church, Everton, on 9-11 
December from 10am-3pm with a 
service of celebration on the Sunday, 
with nativity scenes from 
around the world, while 
Winchester Cathedral’s 
Outer Close will be the 
setting for a lantern 
procession on 1 
December, followed by 
community carols 
organised with Churches 
Together in Winchester. 

St John’s, Hartley 
Wintney, will be keeping 
villagers on their toes 
looking for Baby Jesus 
Rocks, little rocks with 
the image of a baby 
wrapped in cloths hidden around the 
area. Every time rocks are hidden, a 
post goes up on Facebook with the 
hashtag #babyjesusrocks. 

Church member Andie Painter came 
up with the idea last year and it was 
so successful that she has written a 
guide for other churches – at 
www.stjohnshw.org.uk/babyjesusrocks/ 

A Knitivity scene 

Sheep turn up again at St James 

Church of England Primary School in 
West End, thanks to ‘Knitivity’. 

This is an exciting, intergenerational 
initiative supported by the church of 
St James, West End, between children 
and older people, whereby children 

and keen knitters from the 
local community will get 
together to knit sheep which 
will then be placed around 
the local shops and 
businesses to form a trail in 
the lead up to Christmas.  

As well as being a creative 
and enjoyable activity, it will 
help foster valuable links 
between older and younger 
members of the West End 
community.  

Mission in practice - Churches at Christmas 
 

Let us know your news and send us 

your photographs, preferably high 

resolution jpegs of around 1MB. 

Please email Stella Wiseman, 

Marketing and Content Editor, on 

stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican

.org or call 01962 737325.  

www.winchester.anglican.org 

@CofEWinchester 

www.facebook.com/CofEWinchester 

 

 

 

A Baby Jesus rock 
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