
  
  Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners for the Parish of the 
  Itchen Valley held in Avington Park, Avington on Wednesday 20th April 2016 

   
Annual Meeting of the Parishioners 

 
The meeting opened at 7.40pm with passages from 1 Corinthians and Prayers led by the Rector, the 
Reverend Amanda Denniss.  There were 51 parishioners present including the Clergy. 
 
Apologies: A list of those who had apologised for not being able to attend was read out, which 
included Leon and Vanessa Rosewell, John and Liz Platt, Jenny Faber, David Parker and Liz Darley-
Doran and a number of apologies for others were given by those present. 
 
Minutes of last meeting:  These were proposed as a true record by Andrew Impey and Seconded by 
Richard Seymour.  There was a unanimous vote in favour. 
 
Matters arising:  There were no matters arising. 
 
Elections of Churchwardens:  Forms had previously been submitted with nominations and 
seconders for the election of the following parishioners as Churchwardens: 
 
Martyr Worthy:  Andrew Impey; Robin Greenwood   
Easton: Theo Mezger; Vanessa Rosewell  
 
There being only four Churchwardens nominated and seconded they were declared appointed.  The 
Rector thanked those of the wardens who had been re-elected and thanked and congratulated 
Vanessa on volunteering for election.  Amanda also gave a special thank you to Anna Burness for all 
she had done as Churchwarden and for her very warm welcome and kindness to Amanda on her 
arrival.  The Rector thanked Charlotte Appleby and Tony Gaster for all their work as Churchwardens 
and in particular to Charlotte for her work as PCC Secretary and to Tony for his work on the 
Graveyard. 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Parishioners ended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
Minutes of last meeting:  These were proposed as a true record by Robin Greenwood and seconded 
by David Anderson.  There was a unanimous vote in favour. 
 
Matters arising:  Geoff Dee suggested that it would be helpful for the draft minutes of the APCM be 
put on the website for parishioners to review for errors and omissions.  The Rector together with the 
Reverend Alex Pease agreed for this to be done. 
 
Report on Electoral Roll:  Simon Ffennell reported that there were 215 on the Electoral Roll of which 
22 were non-resident in the parish.  This was one less than this time last year.  The Rector thanked, 
Lucinda Ffennell, The Parish Electoral Roll Officer, for her work on maintaining the Roll and to Simon 
for all that he does in the parish. 
 
Annual Report 2015:  With the report readily available on the website, the Rector, encouraged those 
who had not yet read it to do so and to discover the exciting things that God has been doing in the 
parish.  There were no matters arising. 
 
Financial Statements 2015:  The Treasurer, David Anderson, reflected that a number of those 
attending had read the statements which had also been posted on the website.  He offered the 
meeting an opportunity to ask questions as he spoke in general terms about the financial position of 
the parish.  2015 had been a financially strong year and this was for three reasons: regular giving had 
held up, there had been a generous one off gift and fundraising had been stronger than predicted.  It 
had been a satisfactory year ending with a surplus of £20,000.  Two years before, 2013 had been an 
unsatisfactory year.  One of the reasons for the current improvement was that the parish had 
benefitted from a redesign of the Parish Share, which is now known as the Common Mission Fund.  
The Diocese designed a new system which produced a calculation that instead of the parish being 
responsible for £82,000 p.a. under the old system, we should now be paying £65,000.  Given that all 
the parishes were affected by the change, balancing the books at the same time meant that the 
amount we were responsible for 2015 was reduced to £75,000. 
 
David went on to thank Tony Gaster for, as well as being Churchwarden for Itchen Abbas for the 
year, taking on the role of Bookkeeper two years ago and for the amazing job he had done.  David 
introduced Madeline Quest-Ritson as the new Bookkeeper who was appointed in January of 2016 
who will be carrying out the role partly from home and partly from the new parish office at St John’s 
Itchen Abbas.  He thanked her for doing a wonderful job. 
 
Going forward in 2016, David stressed that we need to improve our regular giving.  He encouraged 
parishioners to consider using the Parish Giving Scheme which is an efficient, practical and good way   
to give.   Geoff Dee said that fund raising events, not only provided funds, but were also good for 
building community.  David agreed, highlighting the Martyr Worthy Plant Sale which was to take 
place the following weekend and for which we were very grateful.  However, he said that he would 
like our regular giving to cover our regular costs and that it would be preferable to use fund raising 
events to raise money to give away. 
 
The Rector thanked David Anderson for his work as Treasurer. 
 
Election of Parish Representatives to the Deanery Synod:  There were no changes and therefore no 
elections. 
 



Election of Parish Representatives to the PCC:  The Rector announced that there were vacancies for 
Easton and Avington and Alternates for Easton and Itchen Abbas.  David Poole had volunteered to be 
the representative for Easton, with Jill Croft as Alternate and Penny Russell had volunteered to be 
the representative for Avington.  There was no volunteer for Alternate at Itchen Abbas.  As no other 
volunteers had come forward the Rector declared these positions as appointed. 
 
Appointment of Sidesmen:  Lucy Pease, the Parish Administrator, read out the list for each church.  
The following names were appointed as Sidesmen: 
 
Avington:  Charlie Bullen, Liz Darley Doran, Gill Graham Maw, Sarah Shirley. 
Easton:  David Anderson, Judy Bishop, Jill Croft, Susan Fatchen, Sue Kennedy, Penelope Kellie, Sara 
Janssen, Elaine Labram, Henry Labram, James Paterson, David Poole, Leon Rosewell, David 
Swinstead. 
Itchen Abbas:  Charlotte Appleby, Patrick Appleby, John Bouldin, Joan Dartnall, Richard Hunt, Lavinia 
Owen, Nick Owen, Sally Parker, Toby Stubbs, Chris Wilson. 
Martyr Worthy:  Jane Chichester, Verity Coleman, Simon Ffennell, Mark Godson, Guy Green, Gilly 
Greenwood, Fred Haslam, Joanna Lang, John Lang, Sara Mason, John Platt, Liz Plat, John Prince, Jo 
Sutcliffe, Angela Wheeler, Emily Windsor-Aubrey, Philip Windsor-Aubrey. 
 
Appointment of Independent Examiner:  Scot Johnston has been reappointed and the Treasurer 
expressed thanks for his help. 
 
Concluding remarks from the Rector:  Amanda’s talk is attached and is available to read on the 
parish website: itchenvalleychurches.org.uk in the report on the APCM by Alex Pease.  In summary, 
she described the church like a human body.  We have all been given gifts and she wants to 
encourage us to use our gifts and work together in order to see lives transformed, relationships 
transformed and our community transformed.  Jesus needs to be at the heart of all we do in the 
parish.  There are a number of roles that need filling:  Churchwardens for Itchen Abbas and Avington 
and Secretary to the PCC.  The Rector went on to outline the progress being made in the four 
priorities of the pMAP our Parish Mission Action Plan.  Following this she highlighted the 
establishment of the Parish Office at the Hub, St John’s, Itchen Abbas and the appointment of Lucy 
Pease as part-time administrator (volunteer), put in place to coordinate and enable the work of 
others in the parish.  The Rector ended by thanking God for all the ways that people in the parish 
work and serve together and entreated us to pray for the Church in this place. 
 
Any Other Business:  It was mentioned that Sarah Robinson had been organising the Refectory Team 
for some years and that she should receive a letter of thanks.  Julie Taylor talked about the 
upcoming Duck Race and encouraged the whole parish to get on board with selling ducks, not just 
those in Easton.  Theo Mezger explained that a copy of “The Servant Queen” would be given to 
every household in the parish and requested volunteers to help with distribution.  Judy Bishop let it 
be known that there would be a peal of bells in Easton on the morning of the Queen’s birthday and 
advertised for new members to join their number.  Frits Janssen encouraged parishioners to bring a 
party of people and buy tickets for Glynde Easton. 
 
End of Business:  The Chairman of the PCC, Andrew Impey, thanked all the Clergy.  The Rector 
thanked Charlie and Sarah Bullen for their hospitality and use of Avington Park, Jill Croft and her 
team for providing delicious canapes and Andrew Impey for organising the wine. 
 
Further fellowship continued with drinks after the meeting. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


